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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 7 and 8 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-6 and 9-13 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's arguments filed on January 06, 2 0 05 have been 
considered and are deemed persuasive. However, they are moot in 
view of the new ground (s) of rejection. 

■ Claims 1-13 are presented for examination. 

■ Claims 7-8 have been canceled. 

■ Claims 9-13 are newly added. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms 
the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office 
action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



2. Claims 1,3-4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Aravamudan et al USPN (6301609) in view 
of Fuchigami USPN. (6393463) . 
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As per claim 1, Aravamudan et al teach an instant messaging 
system (abstract) comprising: 

a plurality of clients (clients 142, 144, 150 and 150) 
having IM client applications of the same or different types; 

an IM server (IM server 130) selectively connected to each 
of said clients via a computer network (fig. 1) and providing 
prescribed range of functionality to said clients [col. 4, lines 
54 to col. 5, line 14]; 

each client type having a unique identifier Ip enable access 
thereto via said computer network [clients are registered with IM 
services provider col. 5, lines 2-8 and col. 6, lines 45-63]; and 

each client having a single account on said IM server for 
all of its client types that can access said IM server [client is 
registered with IM server and is give a unique ID col. 6, lines 
13-63] ; 

wherein said account is identified by a unique 
identification number [col. 6, lines 13-63]; and 

wherein each said unique identifier of each client type of a 
said client is matched to said unique identification number of 
the particular client [col. 7, lines 1-20]. 

Although Aravamudan et al shows substantial features of the 
claimed invention, he does not explicitly show an account common 
to all of the client types. 
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Nonetheless, this feature is well known in the art and would 
have been an obvious modification of the system disclosed by 
Aravamudan et al, as evidenced by Fuchigami USPN. (6393463) . 
In analogous art, Fuchigami whose invention is about an 
electronic messaging system where plurality of devices (PDA 
device (5) and personal computer (6) access a mail server 3, fig, 
1, using a common account [Col. 2, lines 6-37] . Giving the 
teaching of Fuchigami, a person of ordinary skill in the art 
would have readily recognized the desirability and the advantage 
of modifying Aravamudan et al by employing the system of 
Fuchigami. One would be motivated to so because users could 
accesses their electronic message from different devices with a 
common account and terminals can know the reception of electronic 
message at any time even on the move. 

As per claim 3, Aravamudan et al teach an instant messaging 
system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said prescribed range of 
functionality includes: 

(i) sending a message from one client to another [col. 7, lines 
15-33] ; 

(ii) receiving a message sent by one client to another [col. 7, 
lines 15-33] ; and 

(ii) identifying which members of a group of clients that a 
client is a member or prospective member of are currently 
connected to the computer network or are probably so connected 

[col . 7, lines 15-33] . 
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As per claim 4, Aravamudan et al teach an Instant messaging 
system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said computer network is 
the internet of direct electronic link of computers and other 
electronic devices [fig. 1 and col. 3, lines 28-52]. 

As per claim 6, Aravamudan et al teach a method for instant 
messaging (abstract) between a plurality of clients (clients 142, 
144, 150 and 150) having IM applications of the same or different 
types (col. 6, lines 45-63), selectively interconnected to an IM 
server (IM server 13 0) by way of a computer network (fig. 1) , 
whereby each client type has a unique Identifier to enable access 
thereto via the computer network (col. 6, lines 32-63), the method 
comprising the following steps: 

providing a single account on the IM server for each client 
in respect of all of its client types that can access the IM 
server (col. 6, lines 13-63]; 

identifying the account by a unique identification number 
13-63] ; and 

matching each unique identifier of each client type of that 
client to said unique identification number thereof [col. 7, lines 
1-20] . 

As for an account common to all of the client type, see the 
rejection of claim 1 above. 
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As per claims 9-13, these claims have similar limitation as 
claims 1 and 3 combined. Therefore, they are rejected with the 
same rationale 

3, Claims 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Aravamudan et al USPN (6301609) in view of 
McDowell et al USPUB (20010034224) . 

As per claim 2, Aravamudan et al teach an instant messaging 
system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said client types include 
clients connected to the computer network via: 

(i) a Pc-based instant messaging client application program 
[pc 142] ; 

(ii) a GSM device [wireless cell phone 150] ; 

(iii) an Internet browser-based client application (col. 1, 
lines 2 6-33] ; or 

(iv) an email-based client application [col. 7, lines 26- 

33] . 

As per claim 2, although Aravamudan et al shows substantial 
features of the claimed invention, including wireless devices 
that receive and send data packets in a wireless network, he does 
not explicitly show a GSM network. 

Nonetheless, this feature is well known in the art and would 
have been an obvious modification of the system disclosed by 
Aravamudan et al, as evidenced by McDowell et al US Pub. 
(20010034224) . 
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In analogous art, McDowell et al whose invention is about an 
instant messaging system for sharing event information among 
mobile (wireless) devices, disclose a wireless network using GSM 
standards [paragraph 14, page 1]. Giving the teaching of 
McDowell et al, a person of ordinary skill in the art would have 
readily recognized the desirability and the advantage of 
modifying Aravamudan et al by employing the system of McDowell 
et al because it facilitates the sharing of event information 
such as the presence on a network among mobile users, thereby 
allowing instant messaging to occur among wireless devices and 
devices that are on the Internet [paragraphs 0016 and 0028] . 

As per claim 5, McDowell et al, as modified, teach the instant 
messaging system as explained in claim 1, wherein the client 
types (22, 24 and 28) connected to the computer network via the 
GSM network (fig. 1) have SMS capability (message can be in the 
form of a short message on a small screen on the user's cell 
phone, paragraph 0040) and are initially connected via an SMSC 
server (SMS server 14, fig.l) to control and manage said SMS 
there between, and wherein said SMSC server is directly 
connected to said IM serer via said computer network [see fig.l 
and paragraphs 0032-0035 page 2] . 



Conclusion 
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4. The prior made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Yasin 
Barqadle whose telephone number is 571-272-3947. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Glenn Burgess can be 
reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
703-872-9306 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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